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Dr. Sophie von Dobschuetz

MERS-CoV Technical Lead for WHO

Dr. Sophie von Dobschuetz is a veterinary epidemiologist with a PhD in Parasitology and International
Animal Health from the Free University in Berlin, Germany and an MSc in Veterinary Epidemiology
and Public Health from the Royal Veterinary College in London, UK. From 2004 to September 2022
she has worked for the Animal Health Service of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) to support countries in early warning, early detection, and the prevention and control

of infectious animal diseases, with a focus on zoonoses such as avian influenza,

She currently holds the position of WHQO’s technical lead for Middle East respiratory syndrome
coronavirus (MERS-CoV) and other novel coronaviruses for the Emerging Diseases and Zoonoses
team at WHO headquarters. As MERS-CoV Technical Lead for WHO, Dr. von Dobschuetz supports
countries in disease prevention and control, application of interdisciplinary and cross-cutting

approaches, risk assessment and serves as focal point for inter-agency collaboration.
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