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Dr Belinda Herring is a Technical Officer in the Infectious Hazard Preparedness team within the World
Health Organization’s Emergency Preparedness and Response cluster at the WHO Regional Office for
Africa (AFRO) in Brazzaville, Congo. She is a virologist and completed a PhD at the Westmead
Millennium Institute, University of Sydney. Prior to joining WHO, she was an academic at Queensland
University of Technology and the University of Sydney and has engaged in research on the evolution
of RNA viruses such as HIV-1, Hepatitis C virus, West Nile virus and other arboviruses. At the WHO
Regional Office for Africa Dr Herring is the laboratory focal point for outbreak response and
emergencies and manages the Influenza and Respiratory Diseases Programmes for the WHO African
Region. She has contributed to the response and control of outbreaks of viral origin throughout the

region and was the lead for the lab team during the COVID-19 pandemic response.
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